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My name is Christine Coster-Bowen and | am the site director for the Seneca High School Teen REACH
and ISA/Gear Up programs. | have been employed by Education Service Network (ESN NFP, Inc.} since
September of 2006. Kendall/Grundy ROE is our grant administrator, and we have sites at both Seneca
High School and Mazon-Verona-Kinsman Middle School. For those of you not familiar, Teen REACH is an
after-school program that works with at-risk youth and provides homework assistance, positive
mentoring, life skills, recreation, service learning and parent participation. Gear Up is a six-year U.S.
Dept. of Education Grant which assists in career/college exploration, test preparation, academic
assistance as well as comptementing the Teen REACH objectives. ISA/Gear Up also has a schotarship
component. Our program has been successful serving the needs of youth and their families in the
Grundy/LaSaile County areas.

This year Gear Up is operating on a no-cost extension; we are completely dependent on Teen REACH
funding to provide services to over 50 youth in grades 5-12. This includes a number of graduating
seniors at Seneca High School who are depending on guidance from our programs to make crucial
decisions which will impact their futures, We also serve parents by linking them to social service
resources of which they may not have been aware existed.

As of August, our Teen REACH funding was eliminated which severely compromises our ability to
provide Teen REACH and Gear Up programming. We have laid off all program employees and our sites
are staffed on a volunteer basis by myself and the program coordinator, Danette Pasdertz . We all
realize the fiscal challenges being faced in our great state of lllinois. It s unfortunate that the programs
which serve those in need have had to been reduced or eliminated due to lack of funding.

Governor Quinn has stated that “Quality Education and Opportunities for Growth and Learning for all
[llinois Students” is a priority in budget consideration, as is “protection of cur most vulnerable citizens”.
Our programs address both of these priorities, as we are providing opportunities for growth and
tearning, as well as providing services which benefit individuais and the community as a whole.

We agree that performance measures are imperative to the decision making process of funding
programs such as ours, especially in these economic times, by emphasizing accountability. That being
said, it is because of an error in data that our sites funding was eliminated.

DHS used a 3" quarter performance measures report to decide which programs would continue to get
funding. Our 3™ quarter performance measurement report was wrong and did not include the site
information from MVK Middle School. We were told they would fix the report for the 4” quarter. DHS
also combined our numbers with three Will County sites, although our grants were written and
submitted separately. Wili County was a new program this grant cycle and struggled meeting their
requirements with the slow state payments.

The 4™ quarter reports are now out and our two sites humbers are as good as any site that has been
funded for FY12, Qur student attendance and service hours were over 100 percent of our required
numbers. Qur cost per student hour was also lower than the rate allowed by the state.



When faced with the hard decision of which sites retain funding, the reports utilized need to provide the
correct information. Budgeting for Results is the responsible way to determine the value of services
given to {llinois taxpayers. But in any business, good decisions cannot be made based upon bad data.
This becomes even more important in today’s economic climate.

We are hopeful that DHS will review our correct performance measures and restore funding to our two

sites.

Because of our programs, kids such as Destiny have a place to go where they fit in; Sarah has a place to
discover she has a voice in her future; Kim has a place where she is valued as a person; Shelbie can
receive the academic support which will contribute to her success as an adult, and Miguel’s mother can
continue to rely on our family resources. Several dozen kids from single and working parent households
won't go home after school to an unsupervised, empty house. All will know that there is an adult who
truly cares about them, their achievements, their goals and their future.

Your time and consideration is greatly appreciated. Letters of support and petitions advocating for the
restoration of our funding, as well as performance measure reports have been copied and are available

for your review,
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AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE YOUTH ATTENDANCE HOURS
Proposed  Actual Percent Projected Actugl Percent
Fairview HAJ 18 110 619 2244 1653 74 %
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF JOLIET i9 47 25 o4 2370 781 33%
Joliet Park District 20 57 289 2473 366 15%
Mazon-Verona-Kinsman Middle 15 163 109 %% 1941 2728 141 %
SENECA TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL 14 148 1059 1888 1654 88 %
AGENCY SUMMARY 86 3.0 62% 10915 7182 66 %

Agency Fiscal Year Grant Amount: $147.273.00

Report Period Grant Amount: $36,818.00
Average Cost Per Participant Per Heur: $5.13 W % @ Pm'
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AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE

YOUTH ATTENDANCE HOURS

Proposed  Aclual Percent
Evergreen Terrace 18 6.0 09
Fairview HAJ 18 16.5 58 9%
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF JOLIET 19 5.0 26 %
Joliet Park District 20 57 299
SENECA TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL. 14 i9.2 137 9%
AGENCY SUMMARY 89 40.0 45%

Agency Fiscal Year Grant Amount: $147,273.00
Report Period Grant Amount: $36.818.00
Average Cost Per Pariicipant Per Hour: $7.86
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Projected Actual Percent
2244 0 0%
2244 1599 71 %
2370 649 27%
2473 756 31%
1888 1683 89 %

11218 4687 42 %

DAYS OPEN
Expected Actual Percent
60 0 0%
60 51 85 %
60 48 80 %
60 47 78 %
60 49 82%
300 195 65 %

Monday, April 11, 2011



September 6, 2011
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

In a day and age when we see much of our tax dollar directed at programs that
evolve because many of our youth today make wrong decisions, it seems counter
intuitive to cut funding to a program that empowers young people to make good

choices and become role models for others.

Since becoming active in Teen Reach at Seneca High School, my daughter Destiny
has grown in many ways. One way she has grown is in the way she perceives
herself. Her self esteem has been elevated tremendously and along with it, her self
confidence. Another significant change has occurred in the area of leadership.
Destiny has voluntarily taken on leadership roles in school, the community, and in
Teen Reach retreats. A final way Teen Reach has benefited my daughter is the
improvements in her communication skills. Since her involvement in Teen

Reach, Destiny has joined the speech team and thoroughly enjoys it.

it would be my hope that some reconsideration be given to the de-funding of the
Teen Reach program at Seneca High School. Teen Reach provides invaluable
resources to the young people who choose to be involved. The trickle down

effects of their involvement can not be calculated.

P.O. Box 111, 136 W Scott St.
Seneca, IL 61360
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August 29, 2011
To Whom It May Concern:

1 am writing this letter in support of the Teen REACH program located at Mazon-Verona-
Kinsman Middle School and Seneca High School. As a guidance counselor at Seneca High School, 1
have helped Christine Bowen and Danette Pasdertz with gathering student information, encouraging
new student membership, etc. After hearing that the State of Itlinois cut their funding for this school
year, especially since the decision was based on incorrect data, I felt that T had to write to let you know
how important I feel this program is for our students.

The students that are a part of this after-school program get help in so many different ways. Not
only do they receive tutoring to help with their academics, but they also learn so much more. These are
students that are not typically in after-school sports programs or even other school clubs and
organizations, but being a part of Teen REACH has made a huge difference in their life because they are
a part of it. Whenever I have gone into the Teen REACH classroom after school, I always notice that
the students seem like one big family. They have a sense of belonging with the group, and that is so
important to students, especially high school students. This definitely has a big influence on the success
of a high school student.

Another extremely important aspect of the Teen REACH program is to teach life skills,
especially good decision making. This happens daily in the after-school program, and it also happens
when the program takes students to Operation Snowball. Operation Snowball is international alcohol,
tobacco, and other drug use prevention program. Every year many students in the Teen REACH
program attend Operation Snowball, and the experience has always been extremely posmve

DHS apparently based the decision to stop funding for this program based on 3% quarter
performance measures that wrong. First off, the report did not include site information from Mazon-
Verona-Kinsman Middle School. Not only did DHS leave that site information off the report, but they
also combined the Seneca High School site information with three Will County sites even though they
are not connected in any way including the actual grant. Looking at the corrected information in the 4"
quarter, it certainly appears that the numbers for the Mazon-Verona-Kinsman Middle School site and the
Seneca High School site are as good as any site that retained funding.

I understand that the State of [linois is facing many tough economic decisions, but I would
really like to see DHS review this decision again. It does not seem fair to the Teen REACH
coordinators to cut the program after the success they have had with students, and it certainly does not
seem fair to the students at both these schools who really benefited from this program and the leadership
of Chyristine Bowen and Danette Pasdertz.

P me if I can be of further assistance at (815) 357-5000, ext. 119.

A

Guidance Counselor
Seneca Township High School

TEAM - 73}66%@# fmr‘fﬂ& Aehizses More




The Tllinois Department of Human Services has eliminated Teen REACH funding from the Seneca High School site. This
decision was based upon erroneous data which did not include information from the Mazon-Verona-Kinsman Middle School.

We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to act now to review the correct 4™ quarter

performance measures for the Seneca High School and MVK Middle School sites and restore funding to continue these
. much needed programs.
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Petition to Restore Seneca Teen

1| The Illinois Department of Human Services has eliminated Teen REACH funding from the Seneca High School site. This
decision was based upon erroneous data which did not include information from the Mazon-Verona-Kinsman Middle School

We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to act now to review the correct 4" quarter

performance measures for the Seneca High School and MVK Middle School sites and restore funding to continue these
| much needed programs.
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Petition to Restore Seneca Teen

ing

The HHinois Department of Human Services has eliminatéd Teen REACH funding from the Seneca High School site. This
decision was based upon erroneous data which did not include information from the Mazon-Verona-Kinsman Middle School.

We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our feaders to act now to review the correct 4™ quarter
performance measures for the Seneca High School and MVK Middle School sites and restore funding to continue these

much needed programs.
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Seneca Community Consolidated School

Mr. Shane Severson Telephone 357-8744
5-8 Principal Voice Mail 815-357-8744 x 3204
174 Oak Street Fax 815-357-1078

Seneca, Ilinois 61360 [i-Mail: shanes(wsgs170.0rp

June 2, 2011

To Whom It May Concern,

The purpose of this letter is to recommend Chris Bowen for any position of
employment in terms of working with adolescent teens. As principal of Seneca
South Campus, 1 had the opportunity to work with Chris during my first two years
here in Seneca. During the 2007-08 and 2008-09 school years, Chris was in
charge of our after-school program called Teen Reach. The program included 15
to 20 junior high students in need of academic support and social/emotional
guidance. Through Chris’s hard work and dedication, the program proved to be
very beneficial for our students and I was certainly disappointed when state
funding ran short and the program ended in 2009.

During her time here at the South Campus, Chris made a great impression on her
students as well as our staff. Her program was a positive influence for many of
our students who struggled academically or received limited support from home
and needed an added positive influence. Her room served as a safe, structured
environment where kids were provided the opportunity to work on homework,
learn appropriate social skills, and have fun. Chris understood the balance
between structured activities and fun activities which are crucial to an after-school
program. As a result, kids enjoyed attending the program even though they new
Chris had a high-level of expectations for them. Chris’s rapport with the kids also
sustained attendance throughout the year. Students trusted her and confided in her
on a regular basis. They always knew she would be there for them, and that she
would consistently go above and beyond for them when the needed her help.

Working with Chris was certainly a positive experience for many of our students.
Do to her unquestionable dedication and commitment to the kids in the Teen
Reach program, T would confidently recommend Chris Bowen for any position she
would seek.

Sincerely,
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etition to Restore Seneca Teen REACH Funding
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The Iilinois Department of Human Services has eliminated Teen REACH funding from the Seneca High School site, This
decision was based upon erronecus data which did not include information from the Mazon-Verona-Kinsman Middle School.
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We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to act now to review the correct 4" quarter
gned, d

performance measures for the Seneca High School and MVK Middie School sites and restore funding to continue these
much needed programs.
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etition to Restore Seneca Teen REACH Funding

The Illinois Department of Human Services has eliminated Teen REACH funding from the Seneca High School site. This
decision was based upon erroneous data which did not include information from the Mazon-Verona-Kinsman Middte School.

We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to act now to review the correct 4™ quarter
performance measures for wrm Seneca High School and MVK Middle School sites and restore funding to continue these

much needed programs.
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etition to Restore Seneca Teen REACH Funding

| The Illinois Department of Human Services has eliminated Teen REACH funding from the Seneca High School site. This
decision was based upon erroneocus data which did not include information from the Mazon-Verona-Kinsman Middie School.

We, the undersigned, are concernad citizens who urge our leaders to act now to review the correct 4" quarter
performance measures for the Seneca High School and MVK Middle School sites and restore funding to continue these

- much needed programs.
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Petition to Restore Seneca Teen REACH Funding

| The Iliinois Umumaam:ﬁ of Human Services has eliminated Teen REACH funding from the Seneca High School site. This
decision was based upon erroneous data which did not include information from the Mazon-Verona-Kinsman Middle School.

We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to act now to review the correct 4% quarter
performance measures for the Seneca High School and MVK Middle School sites and restore funding to continue these

5 much needed programs.
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CH Funding

The llinois Department of Human Services has eliminated Teen REACH funding from the Seneca High School site. This
decision was based upon erroneous data which did not include information from the Mazon-Verona-Kinsman Middle School.

We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to act now to review the correct 4" quarter

performance measures for the Seneca High School and MVK Middle School sites and restore funding to continue these
much needed programs.
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